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16th Annual Town-Wide 

Tag Sale 
 

It’s that time again!  The Society’s 16th Annual Town

-Wide Tag Sale is coming this May 12th.  Now is the 

time to start looking at your collected items and con-

sider a tag sale to create space, make money, or just 

pass things on to another.  This town-wide event, pub-

licized widely, is the Society’s largest fund-raiser of 

the year, and can be a fund-raiser for you, your family 

or your organization.  Many organizations have in-

vented creative methods of raising money while the 

town is busy with so many visiting shoppers.   So sup-

port the Portland Historical Society with a small $20 

or $25 donation and we will create a large map with 

all the sale locations and types of items to be found at 

each location.  Non-profit organizations raising 

money get special highlights on the map.  If you need 

a location, consider a sale at the Hemlock Grange 

parking lot.  If you just want to donate items, the So-

ciety and many other organizations will be collecting 

for their tag sales.  See page 2 for the Tag Sale sign-

up form with all the details. 
 

Volunteers are happily welcomed for any part of this 

event.  Please contact Ruth at 860-342-3636 or attend 

the Tag Sale planning meeting on March 14, 7:30 pm 

at the Ruth Callander House Museum of Portland  

History. 

Planning for the Future… 
 

Bob McDougall - Chair, Board of Trustees 
 

The Portland Historical Society was organized in 

1973, by a group of individuals who shared an interest 

in the history of the town.  Next year the Society will 

celebrate 40 years since its incorporation.  During our 

first four decades our organization has evolved from a 

social group offering monthly program meetings, to a 

local institution which is actively working to collect, 

preserve and share information and material about 

Portland.  
 

With the help of many dedicated volunteers and gen-

erous supporters, we have an impressive list of 

achievements that include: placing bronze markers at 

Historic Sites around town; a program to place date 

plaques on historic homes; monthly program meet-

ings; the Annual Town-Wide Tag Sale since 1997; a 

Museum Room at the Portland Library until 2003; the 

Ruth Callander House Museum of Portland History 

since 2003, where our monthly openings have fea-

tured several exhibit changes a year; Precious Pieces 

of Portland, an annual art contest for local third grad-

ers studying Portland History; House Tours; the Year 

round 10km Volksmarch; Secret Garden Tour; His-

toric Fashion Show and Teas; the Callander Cup-

board, offering books and gift items related to the 

town’s history; and a regular newsletter. 
 

As the Society has 

grown, our organi-

zation has adjusted 

to face the chal-

lenges of our ex-

panded scope.   

 

In 2008, we 

adopted bylaw re-

visions intended to 

prepare the Society 

fo r  co nt inued 

growth. 

(cont. on page 3) Tag Sale shoppers swarmed the Society’s sale at the  

Ruth Callander House garage in 2011. 



                 16th  Annual Town-Wide Tag Sale 

                   Sponsored by The Portland Historical Society 
                           Benefiting the Ruth Callander House Museum of Portland History 

PLAN A TAG SALE 
Saturday, May 12

th
 

8:30 AM to 2:30 PM   

        BENEFITS OF PARTICIPATION: 

 You profit from your sale. 

 The Historical Society will help to 

    promote your Tag Sale.  

 Your contributions will help fund 

  the Museum of Portland History. 

THE  HISTORICAL SOCIETY WILL PROVIDE: 
  

Location Maps with sale item types  

Advertising  

Tag Sale Hints 

House Marker Sign   

           Rec’d by Society    Rec’d by Society 

  Option     How it works:          by April 14th   Apr. 15 - 28 deadline 
    
        1.       Have a sale at your own home or                  $20.                                 $25. 

          neighborhood for your benefit.     
 

  or    2.        Tailgate your tag sale at Hemlock Grange                   $20.                      $25. 

          parking area,  jct. Rte. 17 & Sage Hollow Rd  
 

  or    3.        Donate items to benefit the Historical 

                     Society tag sale at the Ruth Callander 

                     House Museum of Portland History. 

                     (No clothing, textbooks, TV’s or  

                      unwieldy items, please.) 

ALSO BAKE & TAG SALES with coffee, soda & hot dogs at Hemlock Grange, 

                                 17 Sage Hollow Road on Tag Sale Day. 

 -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   
                  Clip and mail to Portland Historical Society Tag Sale, P. O. Box 98, Portland, CT 06480 

                                               Make checks payable to:  Portland Historical Society 

Contact Information:     Options (Please check all that apply)      BY             April 

Name:              April 14       15  -  28 
 

Sale Address:      Home sale       $20.  $25. 
 

Phone:       Tailgate at Grange      $20.  $25. 
 

Email:       Item types (for map listing):  
 

Will you have Tag Sale if it rains? Yes No 

                             Must be received by April 28 for listing on Map 

Items may be delivered to the Society  

Saturdays, April 21, 28, & May 5 at the  

Callander House garage, 492 Main St. 

from 9-11 AM. Pickup also available. 

Call 860-342-3636. 

RAIN  

OR SHINE 



Planning for the Future… (continued from page one) 
 A Collections Board was established to help define policies and procedures for managing our growing col-

lection of artifacts and information; and a Board of Trustees was established to provide long term strategic 

planning for the Society. At the recommendation of the Trustees, the leadership of the Society has recently 

participated in two planning workshops with the guidance of John Monroe, an organizational consultant well 

known in town for his work with the Brownstone Quorum.  These workshops resulted in a set of goals and 

stimulating ideas that the Trustees will be shaping into a five-year plan.  This will be presented to the Execu-

tive Board and Membership this spring, as we prepare for the Society’s 40th Anniversary in 2013 and the 

town’s 175th Anniversary in 2016.  We are eager to get started and look forward to sharing our plans with 

you.  Stay tuned… much more to come. 
 

Thank you, Members and Donors 

Patron 

Herbert Duey  

Mr/Mrs Wm. Blunt White   

 

Business 
Portland Discount Liquors   

 

Family 

Bill & Kathi Ackerman  

Scott & Karen Baker  

Harriet & Peter Bransfield  

William & Jean Bronson  

Elaine & Dick Carella  

Charles & Margaret Coe  

Denis & Linda Cunningham  

Jan & Dan Davis  

Carol M. deBerry  
Jim & Judi Elder  

Joyce & Ed Fidrych  

Joanne & Richard Fillback Sr.  

Marguerite & David Flanders  

Alfred/Barbara Gildersleeve Jr.  

Randy & Joan Guilmette  

Judy & John Harper  

Stephen & Jeanette Hodge  

Robert L. Jackson  

Robert & Christiane Johnson  

Ivar & Carol Jozus  
Thomas F.& Susan R. Ladny  

Judy & Richard Lane  

Joseph Lantos  

Bill & Evelyn Larson  

George and Elaine Law  

John & Diane Otterbein  

John & Marlene Peterson  

Wm & Paula Petzold  

Harriet/Maureen Sanborn 

William Sanborn  

Brian & Suzanne Schultz  

P. Jane & Jack Sterry  
Eugene and Shirley Sullivan  

Bruce & Karen Tyler  

 

Individual 

Bernadette Dillon  

Judith Gildersleeve duPont  

Robert A. Hale  

Taffy (Louise) Hyyppa  

Martha Lutecki  

Kathryn Paredez  
Sarah Percival  

William C. Ruot Jr.  

Ellen Squier  

Jane E. Sweet  

Kenneth Weeks  

 

Senior 

Marion Anderson  

Joe Bordonaro  

Frank Brainerd  

Charles & Nancy Bronson  

Marilyn H. Brooks  
Sandra Chiasson  

Duane Marie Chowaniec  

Barbara Clark  

Yvonne Cozzi  

Michael Curran  

Frances DiNatale  

Isabel Downing  

Frances M. Ellsworth  

Estelle Epstein  

Nancy Flood  

Ruth S. Freeburg  
Phyllis Frisbie  

Myrna G. Geiges  

John Gilbert  

Oliver De P. Gildersleeve Jr.  

Romanie Gussenhoven  

George & Judith Hale  

Larry & Drusilla Harder  

Richard & Jean Harmon  

Beatrice Hummel  

Charles B. Johnson  

Thomas G. Johnson  

Denise & Allen Kateley  
Jean Kelsey  

Paris J. Kollias  

Mrs. Roselies Kutz  

Robert C. Lindquist  

Marty Lineen Jr.  

Joanne A. Luppi  

Eileen G. Marino  

Donald R. Markham  

Ruth J. McGowan  

Marilyn H. Meckensturm  
Caroline D. Murray  

Walter W. & Ruth Olson  

Karen Olson  

Virginia J. Perruccio  

Janet L. Perry  

Ernest & Phyllis Peterson  

Sal J. Pitruzzello  

Catherine Probolus  

Ethel Csere Puglisi  

Rebecca G. Robinson  

Frank L. Sanborn  

William D. Schneck  
Alice Schumacher  

Irene Scott  

Nancy Spooner  

Hildur Sullivan  

George & Kathleen Swanson  

May Upjohn  

Barbara B. Valk  

Arthur & Phyllis Waldman  

Bethia Robinson Washburn  

Norma L. Werdelin  

Lois Whealey  
Annette White  

Leora J Wilson  

Eunice Wiseman  

John Zabiski  

 

Life 

Suzanne A. Anderson  

Patricia S. Aresco  

Sandy Bourret  

Colleen M. Brede 

Marybeth Keser Burbank  

Dr./ Mrs. Gerald Burke  
Lucille C. Cramer 

Dr/Mrs D.S.F. Crowther  

Janis M. Cummer  

Linda Cunningham  

John Dillon 

Mary Ann Dolan 

Deborah Ellsworth  

Mark J. Finkelstein 

Mary H. Flood  

Marshall V. Fogelmark  
Jane Foster  

Claire Frisbie  

George Gilbert 

Richard O. Gildersleeve 

Donald W. Goodrich  

Elsie M. Hale 

Doris Sherrow Heidenis 

Terrance J. Hettrick  

Joan B. Hughes  

MaryJane Jackson 

Penfield Jarvis  

Anne Kavanaugh 
Francis J. Kazeroid  

Jim/Martha McCabe  

Dylan Stephen McDougall 

Bob/Luiza/Heather McDougall  

Beverly C. Newberg  

Walter A. Olsen  

Mr/ Mrs Edward Organek  

Ethel Grower Peltz  

Jim & Susan Rau  

Lucile Chapman Richards  

Hazel Robinson  
James Sarbaugh  

John H. Schufer  

Mr/ Mrs. Peter P. Scianna 

C. Joseph Seiferman  

Ann Gildersleeve Sloan 

Michael A. Stemmler  

Joan Stettbacher, PhD 

Bill and Chris Sullivan 

Donald A. Taylor  

Kenneth & Jean Whatmore  

Alfreda B. Wilson  

Regina Woltmann  
Susan Alyson Young  

 

Membership questions, 

Claire Frisbie 860-335-8581 
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CALENDAR .  .  .  . 
All programs are held at the Portland Library,  

Mary Flood Room, at 7:30 pm.,  

unless otherwise indicated. 
 

Mar 27 - “Scouting in Portland”  - Scout leaders 

 from past & present share memories and stories 

 with audience participation, come and 

 share! - Portland Senior Center at 7:30 pm 
 

Apr 8, May 6, Jun 3 and groups by appointment -  

 Scouting in Portland - Museum open 2-4 pm,  

  or call Claire 860-335-8581 for appt. 
 

Apr 24 -  "Norman Rockwell's America" -  Gordon 

 Williams presents examples of Rockwell's 

 sense of humor as well as glimpses of darker 

 issues and social problems addressed  

 by Rockwell in his illustrations.   
 

May 22 -  “Aerial Photography of the Connecticut River Valley” by Tom Walsh from Shoreline Aerial 

 Photography, LLC shows many views of the valley towns during different seasons. 
 

Jun 9 - Connecticut Open House Day at Ruth Callander House Museum of Portland History 

NEWSLETTER  -  Claire Frisbie, 3-14-12, 860-335-8581 

 

PORTLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY   

Box 98, Portland, CT 06480               
 

 Address Service Requested   

  

  

NON-PROFIT ORG 
U.S.POSTAGE PAID             

MIDDLETOWN CT 

PERMIT  NO 575  

16TH ANNUAL TOWN-WIDE TAG SALE 

SIGN-UP ENCLOSED! 

March 2012 Newsletter! 

2012 SOCIETY OFFICERS  
President  -  Deborah Ellsworth 

1st Vice President  -  Martha Lutecki 

2nd Vice President -  Claire Frisbie   

Recording Secretary  - vacant 

Corresponding Secretary - Kathryn Paradez 

Treasurer  -  James McCabe 
 

DIRECTORS 

Ruth Freeburg 

George Gilbert 

Eileen Marino 
 

TRUSTEES 

Phyllis Frisbie 

Robert McDougall 

Christine Sullivan 

Regina Woltmann 
FINANCE BOARD 

Pat Crowther 

James Elder 

George Law 

COLLECTIONS BOARD 

Rick Gildersleeve 

Doris Sherrow-Heidenis 

Susan Young 

Ruth Freeburg and Ethel Peltz were two of the 

many visitors who viewed the Society’s “Scouting 

In Portland” exhibit on March 4.  The exhibit  

continues through June 2012. 


