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SPRING, 1997 NEWSLETTER

IN MEMORIAM -- RUTH RYAN CALLANDER -- 1902 - 1997

€ The very generous lady, Ruth Ryan Callander, who has made it
possible for Portland to have its own historical museum, died on
Tuesday, April 8, 1997. At her memorial service in Trinity
Episcopal Church, Don Goodrich said:

"It is a privilege and honor to pay tribute to

Ruth Callander today on behalf of the Portland
Historical Society. . . . Ruthwas a Charter and
Life Member of the Society which was organized in
1974 with 246 Charter Members. She was active
in Society activities and appreciated the attempts to
preserve Portland's history.

Several years ago, following numerous newspaper stories concerning Society efforts to find a place to
house the museum and space to store historical items, she broached the subject of giving her home to
the Society when she died. The Society graciously accepted her offer and was delighted with the
prospect of having a permanent home for the museum. . . .

Ruth's generous donation to the Society will mean that a wide range of items can be displayed.
Meeting space and work space for such projects as the annual calendar and fund raisers will be
available. We will be able to house the Society's photos, artifacts, tools, equipment and other items
related to Portland's past in one location. Donations can now be made to the Society with the
assurance that they will be protected. The Ruth Callander House Museum will safeguard these items
for the future. . . .What a treat it will be for Portland students to visit the museum and see all of the
historical items relating to Portland on permanent display.

Ruth had a vision of the future with an appreciation of the past. It was this vision of the future that
was instrumental in the donation of her home to the Society, thus assuring a continued appreciation of
the past.

Ruth, we will miss you. Godspeed."

4 Ruth Ryan Callander was born in Brooklyn, N.Y. in 1902, the only child of a concert violinist and a banker.
The family cultural background and interests encouraged Ruth Ryan to aspire to an education beyond the usual
for women. (At the time, only one quarter of one percent of American women attended college.) Ruth
graduated from Mt. Holyoke College in 1924, and received her masters degree in Art History from NYU in
New York in 1925.



At the Memorial Service Reverend James E. Curry remembered Ruth:

Before Gloria Steinem and before Betty Friedan there was Ruth Ryan Callander. For almost 95 years
Ruth lived a life that confronted the expectations of convention. She enjoyed being outrageous, she
enjoyed being a provocateur, a gadfly, she didn't suffer fools gladly, and her quick wit, and her even
quicker judgment for us stings -- a sting which could hurt, and I think that is an important reminder to
have this morning as we look at Ruth's life and celebrate her presence among us. She was a very real
human being, and we're not painting a picture of some kind of plastic saint, but I think that most of the
time she bore no malice toward anyone, but she had deep within her the sense of the good of the
community, and the way she lived her life was for that common good. . . .

As a young child Ruth was nurtured in a family that was both academic and artistic. A gifted musician
herself, she proudly recalled that she was taught to play the piano in such a way that she could both
read the music and take anything in by ear. She talked with pride about playing at Carnegie Hall as a
very young child. Years later she would surprise her friends as she would sit down at the piano after a
trip to the Goodspeed Opera House and start playing the music that came from that new play as if she
had been practicing it for months. .

In the early twenties Mt. Holyoke College was a place of refinement, of order, of decorum and
scholarship, and then Ruth came. . . . Mary Wooley, who was dean in the twenties and was
later to be president, set very high standards for her students and she ran a very tight institution.
And [ know, for Ruth Ryan, Mt. Holyoke was a place of nourishment and of learning, but it was
also a place of fun. And with Ruth, Mary Wooley had her hands full. Ruth Ryan was a cut-up
and an iconoclast. She would roller skate around campus -- and that's when she was restricted
to campus. She loved to tell the story of hitch-hiking from South Hadley, Massachusetts all the
way to Burlington, Vermont. She pushed against restrictions, she stood up to authority, and she
persevered. If Mt. Holyoke prides itself on the fact that it's students are uncommon women --
Ruth Ryan could have been the Admissions Department's poster child.

From Mt. Holyoke she went on to New York University for graduate work and there she immersed
herself in the life of Washington Square, and the Greenwich Village of the twenties. She loved the

detective work that was part of being an art historian. She loved the puzzles that had to be solved.
She was very proud when she was able to discover a forgery by following, step-by-step, the clues.

& She continued working on a doctorate at NYU, but did not complete the thesis which required study abroad. e
Her direction changed with the death of her mother in 1928 and her marriage in 1929 to John Callander, an
accountant she met while visiting family in Des Moines, Iowa. (Her ancestors were among the New Englanders

who settled the West.)

@ The Callanders came permanently to the Portland house at 492 Main Street in 1931, when John became
Secretary-Treasurer of Gong Bell Co. in East Hampton. The house had been the Ryan summer home since
1917 -- before that they had summered in Middle Haddam. Ruth related to a friend that the reason they came
to Portland originally was that, after years of coming to a house in Middle Haddam, the maid, who was from
N.Y., finally refused to stay there any longer because there was no running water. The Ryans worked up a
trade in order to get the Portland house so that they could vacation, and keep their maid.



Rev. Curry excerpt:
Over the years, the greatest accolade that Ruth could give to anyone was: "she's a good worker". It
was a prize held out for only the best. And in the Girl Scouts, the Church, the Historical Society, the
Library, in the community, she earned the label for herself. You who were in her Girl Scout troop
have told me of her impact on you. You've spoken about her encyclopedic knowledge of nature, and of
the trips that she took you on - especially to New York City, to Greenwich Village, and to the opera.
You told me about the lessons that she taught. She was one who helped to open horizons and to raise
self-expectations. She helped open the excitement and possibilities of the world to young people and
especially to young women.

¢ n Portland, Ruth Callander gave of her time and money generously to many groups. She recalled that she took
some of the girls to New York City -- Barbara Bell, Marcia Hale, Elsiec Hale, Dot Larson, Jean Barker, Mary
Lou Scovill, and Peggy Anderson. They raised money for the trip by buying 75 pounds of peanuts, roasting
and selling them. While in New York, she took them to see Anna May Tesslo -- a Portland girl who had be-
come a chorus girl in N.Y., and took them backstage to meet her.

]
Rev. Curry excerpt:
She was a pioneer among many, but nevertheless, a pioneer of what it means to be a woman of the

twentieth century. In her old, old age -- and she wore that with pride -- she continued to push against
restriction and limits to living. She continued to be scrappy and testy . . . . In these last years,
especially, she benefitted greatly from the support that her friends could give her -- that support that
helped her to stay active and to shore up her independence. She needed that support even though she
. really didn't like to admit it, and she cherished your friendship and your care. . . . She wanted to

- live actively and she did it. Up until a few days before her death, she lived exactly as she wanted to
do, and a lot of you made that possible.

. . . She loved a good joke, she could be most irreverent, she was interested in interesting things. . .
She respected people of principle even if she didn't agree with them, and she cherished the good life -
good food and good drink -- that passage from Isaiah of the banquet on Mt Zion is indeed what I think
that Ruth expects of heaven.

. . . I've grown through my relationship with this woman and I give thanks for her life. I rejoice in
what she has taught us, and I think it can be summarized this way: Hold tightly to faith and keep
pushing - keep pushing against anything and everything in the world that limits you and that tries to
keep you down. I think that's her legacy for us. . . .

10's Gérl Scowt Leader .

0 There is much about Ruth Callander's life in Portland that the Society has recorded, but there is certainty much
more. We would like to collect the memories of the friends and acquaintances of this strong, independent and
generous woman. As the Reverend James Curry said in his memorial, she enjoyed being outrageous, didn't
suffer fools gladly, was no plastic saint, but generous to a fault with a strong sense of community.

4 Perhaps you met Ruth on a committee, or through one of her other interests - music, sailing, hunting -- and
whether she helped, outraged or interested you, there is a place for your memories of this remarkable woman in

the Society archives.



FIRST ANNUAL TOWN WIDE TAG SALE to benefit the Museum Fund
MAY 10--9AM -3 PM

Have you signed up to hold a tag sale at your house or at the Grange parking lot?? The cut-off date to get your
address on the advertising map is May Ist. OR

Have you chosen a donation to the Historical Society Tag Sale (at Hemlock Grange parking lot, 17 Sage Hollow
Rd.)? Pick up available. (No text books or clothing.) Call Eleanor Crowther, 342-2907, or Judi Elder, 342-3397.

We've been offered some interesting items already — an upright piano, a sewing machine — call/deliver by May 9.
Workers needed - Sales people on Sat., May 10 - Call Eleanor Crowther,342-2907 or Phyllis Frisbie, 342-0303.

BAKE SALE at the Grange from 9 AM to 3 PM. (Sharon Bergman, 342-4065)
We need baked goods of all kinds. Please have baked donations wrapped, labeled and ready for
sale. We will also be selling coffee and some finger food items, such as brownies, cookies,
cupcakes, muffins in serving sizes for tag sale shoppers who need a coffee break. The Grange will

be open at 8 AM for-the drop-off of items prior to the sale, but drop-off of some items later is okay.~

Help in any way you can to make this TAG DAY SALE a SUCCESS! We expect to be the proud owners of the
CALLANDER HOUSE MUSEUM OF PORTLAND HISTORY in seven to eighteen months, and a substantial
endowment fund will make a huge difference in our ability to present Portland's unique history in a way that is
interesting and a way respecting the spirit of the generous gift.

L L/ * *
0.0

NEWSLETTER - Phyllis and Bill Frisbie

PORTLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY NON-PROFIT ORG.
P.O. Box 98, Portland, CT. 06480 U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
PERMIT No. 19
Portland, CT

06480




