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THE *2000” CALENDAR
- Bob McDougall

“Scenic Portland as the Century Turns "

This year we have chosen a theme that focuses on
things in town today that remind us of things from
yesterday and cause us to think about tomorrow.
While selecting pictures for this year's calendar, we
asked two simple questions: 1) What in Portland
do you look for, when you return from being away,
that you would miss if it were gone? 2) What
Jamiliar scenes in Portland would you expect to be
changed in the next 50 to 100 years?

With these questions in mind, we set about selecting
the 12 pictures for this year's calendar. After much
contemplation we chose the following images and
arranged them geographically to achieve a sense of
circling the town as you move through the months
of the year. January — a view of the bridges over
the Connecticut River as seen from Middletown.
February — the store fronts on the west side of Main
Street as they appear when entering town. March —
Portland Country Market, a long time fixture on
Main Street. April — the brownstone quarry, a link
to our past and our nickname ‘The Brownstone
Town'. May — The sidewalk along Main Street as
seen looking south from Arvid Road. June — the
Connecticut River and Gildersleeve Island as seen
from River Road looking south. July — a private
bridge crossing reservoir brook.

2000 calendars are available at various
locations about Town:
the Town Clerk’s office, the Library,
Bordonaro’s, Gifts from the Heart,
Gildersleeve Spirit Shop, Made for Kids
Pete’s Barber Shop,
Portland Discount Liquors, Studio L,
Trinity Gift Shop, Tru-Value Hardware.
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August — the reservoir looking across the water
toward the spillway. September — Great Hill
Mountain reflected in Great Hill Lake. October —
Center Cemetery on Bartlett Street Extension.
November — the stone arch bridge over Middle
Haddam Road. December — the Congregational
Church across from the Civil War Monument on
Main Street.

The centerfold illustrates “Portland in Action at the
Turn of the Century”, a series of photos which
include Central School restoration: Bocci Ball at
the Senior Center; the Library’s Children's Ser-
vices; Bicycles at the Middle School; Fishing at
Great Hill; the beach at Jobs Pond; the Post
Office; Strawberry picking at Gotta’s; Play-scape
at Gildersleeve School; Golfers at Portland Golf
Club; lunch at the Senior Center; A local soccer
match; the High School band on Memorial Day;
an ATM on Main Street; C. ompany No. 2 Firehouse;
and the Recycling Center on Sand Hill Road,

Other changes this year: publishing two months
earlier, and printing at Sweet Waverly Printing in
Portland, using glossy white stock instead of the
customary gray, and including thumbnail prints of
the twelve monthly photos on the back cover.

We hope you enjoy the trip around town over the
next twelve months, and remember, at only $6 each,
Society calendars make a great gift for friends and
relatives who have moved out of town.




John V. Anderson Bequest

The Society has received a wonderful surprise gift from the late
John V. Anderson. His generousity will enrich our museum
endowment fund by more than $30,000.

Anderson,. a 92-year resident of Portland, was a well-known
businessman, a supporter of and involved in many of Portland’s
interests and activities, and he was a town selectman for ten years.

Some years ago Anderson wrote about his life in Portland from
his birth in 1907 to the 1960’s for his descendents. They have
given the Society a copy for our archives. We have printed this
interesting memoir on the page opposite.

John V. Anderson with
brownstone sling

CALLANDER HOUSE - Chris Sullivan

The summer heat distracted our willing volunteers
for a while. They are back now and have:

1 Contracted for the reshingling of the
roofs. This will also include venting, ice
barriers and plywood sheathing for the
garage. Both house and garage will be

done in late fall by Rick Tyrzick for
$6,840.

2. Several electricians are being interview-
ed for a needed check of the adequacy of
the electrical service to and in the house.

We will need updated circuit protection,
display lighting and adequate circuits for
office machines.

The wallpaper has been removed from
the exhibit areas and walls are ready to
be sanded in preparation for painting.

A bookcase has been removed from the
central chimney wall in the former living
room to expose the original fireplace
(blocked off), and Jim Sarbaugh has vol-
unteered to replace the original paneling
wall which has been stored in the attic
for years.

ANNOUNCEMENT

PEBBLE PARTY - October 24 — 1 pm to 5 pm, or rain day October 31 - 1 pm to 4 pm.

A call to all volunteers to place pebbles in a 2 foot wide by inches deep strip across house front and
back to replace the inadequate gutters. All ages are invited to participate. For those allergic to
pebbles, there is paint scraping, sanding, priming — and similar amusing tasks. (Refreshments. Too!)

An hour or two will be a great help. Remember, “many hands make light work!”
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“This is my life” by John V. Anderson

On July 13, 1907 I was born in my grandfather’s
house on Slaughter Lane. It was called Slaughter
Lane because a slaughterhouse was on the corner
at Main Street where Standard Knapp is now.

My grandfather came to Portland from Sweden in
1886. He was a shoemaker and his shop was
located between the old firehouse and the old post
office. Seven years later his family came over.

My father was five years old when he came over.
He attended Central School and later he became a
machinist and worked at the Pickering Governor
Company. They manufactured governors that
controlled the speed of gas engines.

My mother came to Portland from Sweden when
she was 18 years old. She worked as a domestic
Jor the Frank Brainards of the Brainard, Shaler
and Hall Co. who owned the quarries. That house
is now the residence of Dr. Longo.

When I was four years old we moved to Marlbor-
ough Street next to Charles Barker who took care
of old Nell, the horse that was used to pull the fire
engine. He also had an express wagon that he
used to take the mail to the depot where he picked
up the incoming mail that came to town by train.

When I was ten I had a paper route and peddled
the Penny Press. I had about 50 customers. We

made a half cent a paper so I made $1.50 per
week.

In 1918 during World War I the Red Cross
JSurnished khaki yarn which we would use to knit
scarves and mittens. They also gave free vegetable
seeds to the school children so we could have a
vegetable garden.

During the summer I worked onthe F. R. & R. M.
Goodrich tobacco farm as a picker. One of the
girls was Ruth Stemmler who worked in the shed
sewing tobacco on laths.

In 1921 I graduated from grammar school in
eighth grade and went to work for a farmer on
Penfield Hill. One advantage of living in the

country was we got rural free delivery. Our
mailman was Robert McBrien, the father of Bill
McBrien. When I was 16 I returned to town and
worked at the Portland Foundry where they made
grey iron castings, which included Baird furnaces,
hot water, hot air and steam, burning coal.

One winter I worked for Domenic Valli harvesting
ice on Pecausett Pond. The ice was stored in an
ice house located next to St. Mary’s cemetery on
Riverview Street.

Among the many jobs I had was at the Portland
Boat Yard where they built 30 ft. to 40 ft. cabin
cruisers. The yard was owned by Charles
Gustafson and John Holter. They had learned
their trade in Sweden.

In 1930 I bought the house where I now reside for
$5,000.00. Included was the house, a horse barn
and a tobacco shed. I married Isabelle Carlson
and we had two sons, Alan and John R.

In the spring of 1931 I bought 1000 Rhode Island
baby chicks. At 3 months I sold the cockerels and
made enough money to pay all the bills.

After a few years I got into the hatching egg busi-
ness and also hatching baby chicks for myself and
selling day old chicks. During World War Il when
meat was rationed there was a big demand for
poultry and baby chicks. I started to sell feed to
my customers. Then I started selling feed by
splitting a car with John Ahlberg who had a
grocery store on Main Street. After a while John
decided to give up the feed business, so I became a
feed dealer.

In 1947 Billy Bride offered me the Louis Grower
property on the corner of High Street and
Marlborough Street. That was the beginning of
the Anderson Farm Supply.

In 1959 when my two boys were old and experi-
enced enough to run the business, I accepted an
offer to run for the First Selectman’s office. Iwon
the election and served the town for ten years.

Now I am retired and still residing at 228 Rose
Hill Road.



RECENT GIFTS TO THE SOCIETY - Pat Csere

William Possetti —
Several large boxes of brownstone quarry memora-

bilia including maps and related papers from
the old Brainerd building.

John Zampini -

Copies of Portland Centennial Booklet 1841-1941

The Middletown-Portland Blue Booklet

Portland Fire Department — 75" Anniversary Booklet

1939 N. Y. World’s Fair Booklet

Many news clippings about St. Mary’s Church Fairs

News clippings about the floods of 1936 and 1984

Middletown Press Gravure Section — 8/6/38 about
Arrigoni Bridge celebration

President Kennedy assassination as covered by the
Middletown Press, Hartford Courant and
Life Magazine.

News clippings of 5/4/76 about closing of Margaret’s
Department Store in Portland

Elsie Hale -
News clipping about Elmer Wannerstrom and the
large tree on his Glastonbury Road farm—1961
Clipping about history of Trinity Parish House—~1966
Clipping by Mary Lynch tracing town history —1957
Clipping and picture of Portland Reservoir — 1966

Norma Werdelin -
Collection of photos of 1999 Memorial Day Parade

Equipment donations:
Pat Crowther — 2 (4 dr.) file cabinets
Bob McDougall - 2 (2 dr.) files

“CALLANDER CUPBOARD”
Gueat Gifts Department
Poxtland Scenic Tea Towels 56.
Portland picture NOF EPADS,
Five vepeating Portland scenes $3.
Commemarative STONEWARE JAR
Incised “Callandex FHouse- 19977 525.
1998 & 1999 Heritage Calendars,
togethex featuring 24 decades of
Poxtland history 35.[ea.
2000 Heritage Calendar 56.
Contact Eleanor Crowther 342-2907

FORMER JOHNSON FARM

A plan for middle income senior housing is
presently going through the approval process.
Located on the former Johnson farm, a plot
behind Tri-Town Plaza, 71 one-floor houses
of varying sizes would be sited on the hillside
overlooking the Connecticut River. Our site
committee was asked to look at the antique
bridge abutments and culverts. The bridge
over the former Airline Railroad carried farm
traffic — cattle and equipment. It’s handsome
brownstone abutments, designed like a set of
steps, are still in place. We will recommend
that they be incorporated in the plot design
along with the railroad bed in the area.

BROWNSTONE QUARRIES

Excerpts below are from a Society letter to the
National Park Services Advisor with our sugges-
tions for use of the property directly surrounding
the quarries.

“We suggest that in order to explain the quar-
ries’ operation and architectural as well as
geological importance an Open-Air Museum
would be a good beginning - based on weather-
proof, vandal-resistant displays (carrying fur-
ther the Gildersleeve School student project
created by Rose Jensen and Cara Daniels). It
might include maps, statistics, pictures of
operations, blueprints of row houses, and
blocks of brownstone. A more elaborate dis-
play might be developed later to house the
brownstone sling and other quarrying imple-
ments in a protected site.

Portland has brownstone resources in addition

to the quarries themselves — in brownstone
buildings, brownstone cemeteries, and related
collections in the Library and the new Histori-

cal Society Museum. We think the quarry history
should be presented as a part of a Brownstone
Trail for those who want to have a broader
understanding of the quarries’ contribution to the
Town and to the architecture of the period.”
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2000 MEMBERSHIP FALL 1999

This promises to be a banner year for the Historical Society. We invite
You to join as a new member or renew your membership. The Portland
Historical Society is growing with new members, new interests, and new
vitality. But we need you to help us continue moving forward into the new
century. We offer a variety of activities, and opportunities to learn about and
preserve our history.

Sales of the 2000 calendar are brisk. You may order on the form included
in this mailing. We've called the Society a "Keeper of History" in past letters.
This calendar does just that. It records some views of present-day Portland--
views that we hope will survive for another century.

With work still progressing, the Society plans the "grand opening" of the
Ruth Callander House Museum in June 2000. Portland will have it's own
museum on Main Street with both permanent and changing exhibits.

Plans also continue for the next Town Wide Tag Sale. It gets bigger and
better every year. This happening brings many out-of-town shoppers looking
for treasures and it funds many of our expenses.

In addition to the above the Society also sponsors:

e A newsletter with short articles and listings of events
e The Heritage Walk which points out historical sites
e Public awareness of Portland’s historical assets

Membership is tax-deductible. We thank you for your support and look

forward to seeing you at future events!

Sincerely,

%/a/ d/w&/ Chlacitrnn Sl

Membershlp J President

NOTE INSERT: Heritage Calendars can be ordered on the membership

envelope. Note calendar insert order form and fill in quantity on envelope.



FOR SALE

Scandinavian MORS@ WOOD STOVE
small, takes 20 logs, little used, from
Callander House, decorated with squirrel
and oak leaves. Great for Y2K energy
shortages. Call Walt Dower (342-2904)
or Pat Crowther (342-2907).

ANNUAL MEETING - Nov. 9, 6 PM, Grange Hall, 17 Sage Hollow Road.

Annual Meeting will be November 9" this year. A delicious potluck supper at the Grange Hall,
as usual. We will have Committee reports, electing officers for the coming year and agreeing on
the annual budget. Members are asked to bring a casserole or salad for 6-8. The Board will
provide beverages, bread and dessert. Please come and bring your plates, cups and cutlery.

Members are asked to bring any memorabilia of their family life in Portland for “show and tell”.
We hope to display some papers and maps from the Pozzetti brownstone collection.

Newsletter — Phyllis and Bill Frisbie, 10/13/99
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